
Monthly Newsletter 

Greetings Church Family, 

As I write this, I am still trying to recover from jetlag. I want to thank EVERYONE who made it possible 

for Jenn and me to lead a group to travel around Israel and the Palestinian Territories (West Bank). A 

very special thank you to Reverend Tim Abel and Terry Godwin for filling the pulpit while I was gone. 

And thank you to everyone who lifted us in prayer on our journey.  

While I could fill up several pages with stories from our trip, I think that the bulk of the stories will be 

shared in the near future at a potluck and trip presentation where several members who went on the trip 

will talk a bit about their experiences as well as share a few pictures - and boy do we have pictures. We 

will let everyone know when we will have that lunch/presentation following worship one Sunday.  

While this was my third time to travel to the Holy Land, it was still a very powerful experience. I had a 

couple of real powerful personal moments on this trip, but some of the most powerful experiences for me 

were watching the folks on the trip as they experienced different sites and locations for the first time. As a 

pastor it was exciting to watch folks be able to put a place with the stories they had heard and read their 

whole lives. All very special to me as a pastor. 

Personally, I had a couple of very powerful moments that really stood out to me. One of the most       

powerful moments for me came on our first Thursday there. On that day we went out for a boat ride on 

the Sea of Galilee. After we made our way out from shore, I asked the guide to have the boat captain turn 

off the engines. When they did, it was just us in a boat floating in the Sea of Galilee. After we floated a 

bit I read Mark 4: 35 – 41, “Jesus Stills A Storm”. As I read it, I began to think about each of the people 

on the boat with me and all of the “storms” they were going through in their lives. When I finished    

reading, I invited everyone to just be still and reflect on the reading as we sat on a boat in the middle of 

the Sea of Galilee. As I sat in silence and was reflecting, I listened to the waves lap up against the boat I 

began to think about a major storm in my life. I began to think about what is happening with the United 

Methodist Church and the separation that is taking place. All of it breaks my heart, makes me sad, and 

sometimes makes me angry that things won’t stay the same. I started thinking about the lifelong friends I 

have in the United Methodist Church, knowing that we will not all be in the same faith expression soon. I 

started thinking about all of the churches that will be torn apart and have a gaping wound as votes are  

taken and decisions are made. It all feels like chaos! Then, while I was having all of these thoughts and 

was starting to get overwhelmed thinking about what is going to happen in my future, this church’s      

future, and the future of the United Methodist Church, something broke through. I heard the waves once 
Continued on next page 



Memorials & Gifts 

In Honor of Mildred Huebner 
By: 

Her children, Grandchildren and Great-

Grandchildren 

 

In Memory of Shirley Hill 
By: 

Dora Circle 

Terry Godwin 

Gene and Boo Goolsby 

 

 

again lapping up against the hull of the boat and I wanted to shout out, “Teacher, do you not care about 

all that is happening with the UMC?” And then a calm came over me, and I heard a response. I felt like I 

was being told, “Peace! Be Still!” Admittedly, I was (and still am a bit) concerned about how everything 

will play out. And I still struggle with the faith that all will be well as we navigate through these rough 

waters that we are all about to go through, both personally and as a church. But one thing I know for sure 

as we start out this Sunday on this journey even when it gets bumpy and it seems like everything is out of 

control, Jesus will be there with us, resting on the side as we navigate the rough waters. And if he needs 

to, he will send us a reminder if we need “Peace!” and to “Be Still!”. 

As we embark on this journey, I would ask for two things from everyone. First, a willingness to be open 

to listening to all sides of what is being said and processing the information, not coming into our         

conversations with your mind already made up without being willing to listen to anything that is not your 

same viewpoint. Please don’t hear this as me saying that I, or anyone, expects you to change your mind; 

rather, be confident enough in your belief that you know you can listen to other’s viewpoints. The second 

thing I would ask from everyone is that we enter these conversations in love and respect for one another. 

While I am sure at some point there might be a bit of passion that comes out, I really want us to approach 

these conversations remembering that this is a difficult topic. I will close with this thought that we should 

each keep in mind while we are meeting and discussing about ours and our churches future, Matthew 22: 

37 – 39, “37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

Blessings to you and yours this Thanksgiving from myself, Jenn, and Bailey. 

See you Sunday, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jacob 

If you are interested in signing up to be a worship 
assistant (lay reader, usher, flowers, etc) please 
contact the following people: 

For Lay Reader:  979-251-4239 Janie Cornelius 

For Usher: 979-732-0531 Sharon Spiess 

For Flowers:  281-794-2605 Gaye Farr 

You can also sign-up in the binder located in the 
narthex or online using the link (under “calendar 
and news”) from our website. 



Right:   

This is our group visiting Caesarea 

Maritima along the Mediterranean 

Sea. This is where Paul was held 

prisoner and where Peter visited 

the Roman Centurion Cornelius.  

Left: 

This is our group on the Mount of 

Olives looking over the Old City of 

Jerusalem. The Dome of the Rock 

behind us is on the Temple Mount 

where the Temple would have 

stood in the time of Jesus.   

 

 

 

 

The 2023 UWF sponsored Luncheon and Style Show to 

benefit Brazos Valley Hospice services will be held on   

Saturday, March 4 at the Industry Fireman's Hall in         

Industry.  The committee is beginning to plan this event, so 

now is the time to let us know if you would like to reserve 

one of the tables.  Please contact Russell and Yvonne Wait 

by phone 979-357-2368 or email ymwait@live.com with 

any questions. 

mailto:ymwait@live.com


Annual Conference Report from Sharon Spiess 

June 8-10. 2022. Yvonne and I, along with Pastor Jacob and Jenn, attended the eighth session of the Rio Texas 
Annual Conference, held this year in McAllen. For many years, the Conference has been held in Corpus, but we 
moved further south for this one. Although the mileage almost doubled, traveling was fine, with minimal traffic 
through backroads of Texas. Yvonne and I had not been to the Valley for many years, so we enjoyed the trip. De-
spite the turmoil along the border, the people of McAllen welcomed us warmly, whether at the Convention Cen-
ter, the hotel, HEB, or restaurants. The Convention Center also offered such ease in accessibility; the building is 
surrounded by the parking lots of the hotels, so parking and walking are no problem. As always, United Method-
ist Men are constantly to and fro, offering rides on their golf carts they have transported from all areas of the Con-
ference. I even saw women driving this year, so we were well taken care of. 

This year’s convention was the first in person since the onslaught of covid, and it felt so comfortable and right 
being among old and new friends. One of the differences was that the number of days given to events was short-
ened from four to two. Granted, we went later into the night, but we took care of business and finished in half the 
time. 

Routine business took place with reports given by chairmen of standing committees and task forces such as Pen-
sions and Benefits, Finance, and Board of Ordained Ministry. Two of the institutions of higher learning that our 
Conference supports, Hustin Tillotson in Austin and Lydia Patterson in El Paso, brought us up to date with suc-
cess stories of their work in the lives of young people. Ralph Thompson, Conference Lay Leader, reminded us 
that when asked what most people know of the UMC, the two most frequent answers were either, “Nothing,” or, 
more importantly, the ministries of the LOCAL churches. Regardless of what happens to the UMC, he admon-
ished us that we cannot fall into the category of the “when things get better” church, that meanwhile, we must 
continue the work that God gives us to do. The local church with its lay work is the church people know. 

Of course, the elephant in the room was the topic of disaffiliation, or not. A comparatively small amount of time 
was spent with the Bishop addressing the decisions of the Rio Texas Conference. Although I had intended to use 
this article as a means to give you information we received, I’ve decided not to; we will be discussing more up-
dated information at our church’s town meetings, so please plan to attend those and ask questions whenever you 
have any. Being correctly informed is the most effective way to make good decisions. 

Friday at noon, Yvonne and I attended the UWF (formerly UMW) luncheon as we have for many years. It is one 
of the events we look forward to each year; because of the changes which have taken place since March of 2022, 
the speaker explained the new organization, which in essence is not too different. UWF is still working through 
missions toward making life better for those disenfranchised, especially women and children. Again, we continue 
God’s work, regardless of what we call ourselves. 

I had decided that my trip to McAllen would not be complete without my seeing the infamous wall, so one even-
ing, Pastor Jacob drove us down to the border. At that time, the McAllen area crossing was the busiest in the 
United States. We went after dark, so our view of the area was somewhat limited and we saw no individuals 
crossing, but cars continued to cross, going both directions. In that area, the wall went through twists and turns, 
its shape determined by the Rio Grande, with even some vacant “chunks, “ for lack of a better word. Quite a so-
bering feeling. 

I thank each of you for the opportunity you have given me to represent you at Annual Conference. As long as I’ve 
been part of Annual Conference, I have appreciated feeling in real life being a member of a world-wide group of 
Christians for whom mission work is so fundamental. Whether you think of the process as filtering up or filtering 
down, we are definitely a connectional system, binding us with other local churches around the world, not just in 
our area. That may change, but let us pray for knowledge to make good decisions which will only help to increase 
our witness to God. To Him be the glory, great things He continues to do. 

Just a few statistics—attending the Annual Conference were 340 conference delegates and 700+ clergy. 80+ new 

appointments were made by moving ministers and adding those newly ordained. Seventeen clergy retired this 

year, and 3 were ordained as Provisional Elders, 2 as Provisional Deacons, 3 as full Deacons, and 2 as full Elders. 



 

• Nov 6 —Holy Communion 

• Nov 11—Family Movie Night 6:00pm 

• Nov 12—Mission Meal Distribution 9:00am 

• Nov 13—ONE Worship Service (All Saints Sunday) 10:00am          
followed by potluck lunch and town hall meeting 

• Nov 14—Administrative Council Meeting 7:00pm 

• Nov 18—WECCO Distribution 9:00am 

• Nov 20—Hanging of the Greens followed by light meal 4:00-pm; 
Community Thanksgiving Service 6:00pm Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church 

• Nov 24—HAPPY THANKSGIVING—Office Closed 

IUMC is again joining the       

Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church and Industry State Bank, 

New Ulm Branch to provide 

Christmas gifts for those families 

in the community needing       

assistance with Christmas gifts 

for their children. There will be gift boxes in the 

Narthex and the Fellowship Hall for cash        

donations or gift cards to WalMart, Target, and/

or HEB. (Gift cards should be in increments of 

$25.) The goal is to provide each child with $50 

for gifts and each family with $100 for groceries. 

If you are able to help with this project please 

bring your donations by Sunday, December 11. If 

you have any questions, please contact Elaine 

Galle at 979-251-4240. 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Communion  
1st Sunday of the Month 

 
8:15am—Praise & Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 

 
9:30am—Sunday School for All Ages 

 
10:35am—Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 
Both services are Livestreamed on our YouTube channel.   

 

 
PASTOR:  Jacob Hunter      

E-MAIL:  pastorjacobh@gmail.com 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  Alicia Eckermann 
E-MAIL:  iumc@live.com 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9:00am—1:00pm 

 

www.industryumc.org 

Industry United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 86 

Industry, Texas 78944 
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